Hurricane Preparedness Quick Guide
Make a Plan
Create a family disaster plan and work together as a team. Pick two places to meet in the event that you
are separated. Choose one near your home and the other one outside your neighborhood such as a
friend’s or relative’s house in another town, hotel or a shelter. Know the address and phone number of an
out of state relative and ask them to be your family contact. Make sure you have a good map and are
familiar with city’s evacuation areas and routes.

Assemble a Family Disaster Supplies Kit
Prepare an emergency supply kit for all members of your household and anyone who might be
evacuating with you. Include non-perishable foods, a manual can opener, bottled water, a batterypowered radio, flashlight and extra batteries, extra clothes, important documents, cash, credit cards and
debit cards, a first aid kit, medications and special items for kids, elderly and disabled family members
and pets.

Prepare Financially
Have an emergency fund set aside in a savings account for these types of events. Evacuating during
natural disasters can be costly due to hotel accommodations, gasoline and food. Establish direct deposit.
This will insure that your pay check is deposited in your account and you aren’t left without funds. You will
have access to your money through any Allpoint or Select ATM in the nation using your PrimeWay ATM
or debit card.

Hurricane Safety Tips
When The Storm Approaches
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Purchase the recommended emergency supplies.
Monitor weather reports for updated information.
Store enough drinking water to last several days.
Bring your pets indoors.
Clear your yard of any loose or unsecured objects.
Tape or board windows to reduce the risk of broken glass.
Get extra cash. ATMs may be out of order after a severe storm.
Keep your car fueled and ready to go.
Leave your home if asked to evacuate.

During The Storm
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Stay inside, away from windows, skylights and glass doors.
Keep supply of flashlights and extra batteries handy.
Avoid open flames, such as candles and kerosene lamps, as a source of light.
If power is lost, turn off major appliances to reduce power "surge" when electricity is restored.
Listen constantly to a battery-operated radio or television for official instructions.
If in a mobile home, check tie downs and evacuate immediately.
Storeval uables and personal papers in waterproof containers on the highest level of your home.

Hurricane Safety Tips
After The Storm
1. Stay tuned for important announcements, bulletins, and instructions concerning the storm area,
medical aid and other forms of assistance, such as food, water and shelter.
2. Remember that you may not have immediate access to your home. Emergency rescue crews,
power crews, and other personnel may be attending to special needs. Roads could be blocked,
power lines could be down, and people may be trapped and in need of assistance.
3. Make sure that you have current identification. You may have to pass through identification check
points before being allowed access to your home/neighborhood.
4. Avoid driving, as roads may be blocked. Avoid sight-seeing, or entering a storm ravaged area
unnecessarily. You could be mistaken for a looter.
5. Avoid downed power lines, even if they look harmless. Avoid metal fences and other metal
objects near downed lines.
6. DO NOT use matches in a storm ravaged area, until all gas lines area checked for leaks. (Keep
flashlights and plenty of batteries at hand.)
7. Avoid turning the power on at your home if there is flooding present. Have a professional conduct
a thorough inspection first.
8. Consider having professionals/licensed contractors inspect your home for damage and help in
repairs. This includes electricians, as well as professionals to inspect gas lines, remove uprooted
trees, and check plumbing. Remember that downed or damaged trees can contain power lines
that can be a hazard.
9. Use a camera or camcorder to record thoroughly any damage done to your home, before any
repairs are attempted.
10. In certain areas, the flooding rains that accompany a storm can create pest problems. Be aware
of potential pest problems in your area, such as mice, rats, insects or snakes, that may have
"come with the storm".
11. Telephone lines will likely be busy in the area; use a phone only for emergencies.
12. Flooding brings with it the risk of waterborne bacterial contaminations. You should assume that
the water is not safe and use properly stored water, or boil your tap water.

